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• HRM Community Grant funded a WLCC information program about
invasive species.

• Why focus on invasive plants? They harm and even destroy ecosystems,
and choke small waterways that feed Williams Lake.
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New introductory 1-page guide to Invasive Plant Species is available online
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Follow-up series of printable pocket-size Fact Sheets
The first on Japanese Knotweed
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Knotweed Facts:

• Crowds out every other plant species, including ones that animals and
birds depend on

• Extremely fast growing (up to 8 feet per year) and fast spreading by
underground rhizome

• Almost impossible to eradicate

• must be mowed down, dug out, with roots smothered & poisoned
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Why worry? Here is what The Guardian says about the
Knotweed crisis in Britain:

• British home owners must declare if there is Knotweed on their property

• If a sold property has undeclared Knotweed owners can be sued for tens of
thousands

• Some mortgage lenders have stopped financing properties that have Knotweed

• One man spent £10,000 to have all the Knotweed and underlying soil removed

• In Britain they recommend that highly toxic glyphosae be applied every year for
7 years to kill Knotweed

• Rhizomes can lay dormant for up to 20 years, then re-sprout.
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We are definitely concerned - Knotweed is in the Williams
Lake watershed:

• Stands of Knotweed line Lawsons Creek at the entrance to the Shaw
Wilderness Park

• Large patches of Knotweed border the McIntosh Run Community Trail

• We all need to be aware, and make efforts to combat, the spread of
Knotweed.

• More Fact Sheets on other invasive species are planned.



Knotweed at High Head Trail access road
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